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TOWNSHIP OF STRONACH
(Manistee County)
2471 Main St RR3

Manistee Michigan,49660

Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes Draft for December 2, 2025

Meeting called to order by Chairman Batzer at 7:00 p.m. with Pledge of Allegiance by all
present.

Members Present:  Ted Batzer, Carl Lacki, Terry Lindeman, Phil Landis, and Dan Landis.
Absent:  Zoning Administrator Larry Thompson due to illness.
Public Audience:  Dorothy Batzer and Fred LaPoint, Fire Chief.

Approved meeting agenda on motion by Phil Landis, 2nd by Terry Lindeman, all 
approved, motion carried.

Approved minutes for November 4, 2025 meeting on motion by Phil Landis, 2nd by Carl 
Lacki, all approved, motion passed.

Communications:
1) From MSU Extension re: Solar Energy Systems, EGLE, and Planning, appears 

that local governments have no authority to restrict any 50 megawatt or larger 
facility (EGLE with authority), but smaller facilities may be another matter to 
varying degrees.  Not an immediate or impending issue, yet.

2) From Township Fire Chief regarding cost recovery addressed under old business.

Public Comment:  See Item 3 under old business.

Zoning Administrator’s Report:  Phil Landis reported that Larry Thompson has finished 
all the updates on the zoning map for an updated Master Plan except for one parcel on 
Carty Road.

Committee Reports:  None.

Old Business:
1) Township Website is up and functioning with appropriate information.  Updates 

to it for meeting notices, etc., may be possible by each of the township’s entities.
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2) Township’s new telephone system appears to be up and functioning well.  The 
Secretary will change the primary Planning Commission contact from himself to 
the Chairman after the January organizational meeting.

3) Cost recovery ordinance for fire department was discussed at some length as 
Fred’s thorough research package of 12 Dec± has been reviewed by most/all of 

us.  He responded to many questions in that regard.  With little or no risk for even 
a modest reward that’s much better than nothing to defray the costs of deploying 
the township fire department assets, the primary issues remaining appear to be 
equality in billing by third party company (for 25%-75% split with township) and 
the township’s decision-making regarding a cost recovery ordinance and the 
Planning Commission’s specific role therein.  Some further points discussed 
included the number and types of township fire department incident calls (mostly 
vehicular accidents), public utility incidents versus private individual incidents, 
Consumers Power versus Great Lake Electric Cooperative, additional samples of 
similar ordinances from other local governments in Manistee County – five are 
known with three of them being the City of Manistee and Onekama and Norman 
townships.  Fred will try to get all five as samples.  Without any motion to 
recommend anything to the Board of Trustees (BOT), at the next BOT meeting 
(10 Dec) under Public Comment and/or Committee Reports that one or two third 
party billing companies should be invited to come to a BOT meeting to provide 
further background information.  It may well be that this is such a detailed and 
time-consuming issue, that a very specific special joint meeting of the BOT and 
Planning Commission for such presentation(s).

4) Master Plan – As noted, updates on the zoning map are nearly done.  Dan Landis 
has yet to finish updates on the demographics and zoning texts.  No action.

New Business:
1) County-wide Recreation Plan:  No recommendation to BOT yet.  Secretary to get 

pdf and hard copy of 2013 Parks and Recreation Plan with comments for updates 
to all Planning Commission member and Zoning Administrator for review.

2) County-wide ORV Ordinance:  No recommendation to BOT yet.  Something to 
question at the next BOT meeting?

3) Additional constructive ideas for township improvement:  Terry Lindeman noted 
the conflict of Planning Committee’s Tuesday meeting dates with election days.  
Secretary will check with clerk for 2026 potential conflicts and report back.

No other business was brought before the commission.

Agenda for next meeting (January 6, 202) to include organization, Master Plan, cost 
recovery, county-wide recreation plan and ORV ordinance, and meeting dates.

Meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel Landis, Secretary




